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PLAIN add TRUE 


RELATION 


Of a very Extraordinary Cure 
O F 


Mariane Malillard. 


Jn a Letter to a Friend, 


Dear Sir, 
rs yours of the 20th Inſtant, .in which you 
defire to be Inform d of the Truth of a Story, which 
you ſay, you have ſeen in a ſmall Printed Paper, 
A 2 called, 
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' called, The Happy Virgin, of a French Girl late- 
ly Cured after an extraordinary manner in a moment 
4 time of an old inveterate Lamgneſs , which hath 
een always thought Incurable by any Art of Man ; 
as ſhe was Reading the Story of our Saviours Healin 
and Pardoning of the Paralztic ; being therefore always 
realy to ſerve you in what I may , and being my 
ſelf alſa much affeted with the thing, I bave,enquir- 
ed fully into the” Matter, and do not in the leaſt doubt 
of its Truth and Certainty ; though I am very much 
concern'd and ſcandalized at that Relation, which you 
have ſeen in that Printed Paper, becauſe it is not on- 
ly untrue in many things, and particularly in what it 
| fays of 'an unhappy Fall from a T able, which. bruiſed 
and broke the Childs Hip aud other Bones; which are 
nothing ſo , but do very much diſparage the Storyat ſelf 
| #n the Account it. pretends to give of it ; and there- 
fore having Inform'd -my ſelf- ſufficiently(as I think) 
about. it, 1 ſhall give you a Plain and T rue Relati- 
on of the matter of Fat, without any Remarks, or 
Obſervations of my own, for the thing being undoubt- 
edly true, needs nothing to ſet it off, or recommend it 
ta the World, there being no Parties of ' Men: that I 
know of. that endeavour to. ſerve themſelves by it any 
further than to be ſatisfied of its Trugh, and give 
Glory to God for the things that he hath done ; and in- 
deed 
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deed you are your ſelf too great a Judg of ſuch 
watters, for me to Attempt any thing more than the 
Relation it ſelf, which in Obedience to your Commands, 
for ſuch all your Requeſts are with me, I here withal 
fend ygu, an1 give you free leave to impart it t9 45 ma- 


ny.of (your Friends x you think fit. 


— 


Anane Maillard, the Perton of whom you 

-Y | «iclire an Acconnt, 1s the Daughter of 

one My. foan Mallard a French Proteſtant, of the 
Towy of Cognar, in Sarntonge, where he Lived 
in ggod repure, being a Sword-Cutler by. 1 rade, 
and/a very Honelt Man, and had four Children, 
of/ which this /Aariane was the Eldett, who when 
ſhe was Six Months Old, became Lame by an 
accidental Fall out of her Fathers Arms, who 
being very fond of her, would be frequently 
playing with her, toſſing her up, and catching 
her agatn, till at Jaſt. he very unhapyily let her 
fall to the Ground, where ine received, as 1t ap- 
pear d aiterwards, a.very conhderable hurt in her 
left {le ; which he not then apprehending any 
danger from, thinking that 1t nught ve only a 
little Brute that would be tcon well again ; and 
[> being 
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being unwilling to tell his Wife of it, for fear of 
frighting, or troubling of her, took no further 
care about it, till at laſt perceiving that her Hip 
was out, by 'the wrynels of the Leg and Foot, 
and very diſtorted motion when the Child began 
to go, the Heel turning almoſt quite forward, he 
became extreamly concern'd at it, and defir d the 
help of ſeveral Surgeons, who "after they had 
ſeen it, declar it to be incurable, as did alſo di- 
vers other Surgeons, both in Switzerland and Lon- 
don ; and particularly Mr. Dubatt, a very Emi- 
nent Surgeon 1n Green-Street near Leiſter-Fields , 
to whom it was ſhewn by her Parents afterwards, 
and that the Cure of 1t could not be attempted 
without endangering the Life of the Child, and 
expoling it to the molt exquiſite Pain and Tor- 
ture, which the Parents by no means conſenting 
to, choſe rather to ſubmit to the Will of God; 
than try ſocruel and defperate an Experiment : 
And by this means the Child continued Lame, 
growing ſtill more and more crooked and defor- 
med as it grew up, being always ready to fall as 
the went along ; and thus ſhe continued till ſhe 
was6 or 7 years old, when her Father was forc'd 
to fly out of France , upon the Dragooning part 
O 
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of the French Perſecution, chuting rather to do fo 
than change his Religion ; and fo taking his Wife 
and Four Children with him, of which this was 
the Eldeſt, he fled firſt into Switzerland, traveling 
only by Night, enduring great hardſhips, and ef 
caping many dangers ; where having itaid ſome 
time, he came from thence through Germany into 
Holland ; and at laſt came over into England about 
the time of the late Revoluticn; 3 but being ex- 
tream poor, and not able to maintain his Wife 
and Children, he obtain'd to be made a Serjeant 
in one of the French Regiments that went over in- 
to Ireland, under the Command of Capt. De La-— 
ſÞ erofr, 11 Col. Corbon's Regiment, where he ſerved 

the Kcgiment 1 wo Years, but the Pay not an- 
ſwering ; his Expectation and Neceſtities, he was 
fore'd to quit that Imployment, and return to his 
1rade, and went over every year with the Ar- 
my into Flanders, there to mend and fell Swords. 
His Waite allo being an Induftrious and Skillful 
Woman, went amongſt the French Refugees, to 
make the Beds, and clean the Rooms of thoſe 
that were tick, 'by which means ſhe got a {mall 
ſubſiſtence for her ſelf and Children, being paid 


an half penny for each Room. And in this fort 
of 


(6) 
of Service ſhe continued fur ſome time, taking 
this Girl, for the moſt part, along with her, 
who us d, as far as ſhe was able, to affit her 
Mother, and ſoon became very ſerviceable to 
her, till one day as ſhe was attending thus upon 
one Madam Laulan, who fled hither from the 
French Perſecution, and tormerly, for about 12 
or 12 years together had been. a Domeſtick of 
Marſhal Turene, :during his being a Proteſtant , 
— upon his Lady (a Perſon of Eminent Pi- 
, Charity and Wiſdom, and a great Patro- 
_ of all of the Reform'd Religion 1 in France that 
needed her Countenance and Afhſtance) in the 
Quality of her Woman, who perceiving the Girl 
very towardly, and willing to do any thing ihe 
could for her Mother, was ſo pleas'd with her, 
(being then very 1ll her felf, and having a Son 
allo fick at the ſame time, who is ſince dead) that 
ſhe took her to.luok to them both, and to go a- 
bout upon Erran:ls as the had occafion, mmftead of 
a Nurſe, or other Servant, which ſhe was not 
able-to maintain-z And with her ſhe lived Three 
Years, doing all things with greater care-and har- 
dineſs than could. have been: expected fron her 
Years and. Condition, bcing_then but a little: ay 


bove: 
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bove nine years old, and withal ſo much aMliged 
with extream Pains by reaſon of her Lameneſs, 
that ſhe rather ſeem'd to necd one to attend upon 
her, than to be pur to attend upon an. other ; 
and indeed if meer poverty had not forced her 
to ir, ſhe might well have. been excuſed from 
that ſort of Service ; bur her Parents not being 
2ble to maintain her better, were glad of the 
opportunity to diſpoſe of her ſo well, knowing 
Madam Lamlan to be a very pious and good rem- 
pered Woman, and indeed the Girl was ſo plca(» 
ed with her New Service, and took ſuch a liking 
to. her, Miſtreſs,” that ſhe feem'd well contented 
with her Condition, and bore her Aﬀfi&ion with 
the greateſt patience (tho ſhe often felr great 
pain in her Hip and Leg on that ſide on which 
[he was Lame, eſpecially in Foggy Miſty Wea- 
ther.) 7 
The only thing thas moſt ſenſibly Aﬀicted her, 
was the (coffing perlecution which ſhe daily met 
with from the Boys in the Streets; who ſeeing her 
ſtrange diſtorted manner of goiug (which was in- 
deed very unuſual) were wont tof-llow her, and 
pull her with great Rudenefſs, calling her Crooked 
Monſter, &c. of Which ſhe frequently complain'd 
to her Mrs. who being a very good Chriſtian, gave 
her 


= 


_ —— 


—_—— —— > — > — i a rn 


(8) 


her (ill che beſt Advice :and Comfort that ſhe 


could, 'tellingther, that there was nohelp for her. 
and therefore fhe muſt bear irwith patience;which 
indeed ſhe did for-a long time. 

Bur on Sunday, the 26th of November, laſt paſt, 
as'fhe retura'd home in the Evening fromChurch, 
the-was'much concern'd to (ce a Man, as the judg- 
ed, about Forty years -of 'Age, joyn with the 
B>ys 4#nabuſmng and:tormonting; of | her, telling: 
her 'Miftcets when ſhe came home, wich many 
Tears, 'that fhe thought he might have been 
berter [mployed than to Langh at her, who. had 
already: butizoo muchSorrow and Affliction from 
her . Condition; her Miſtreſs 'endeavoured to 
Comfort her again, as ſhe uſed todo, and old 
her, Thar if ſhe would thus trouble her felf 
every time ſhe was ſo-uſed, {he would have-e- 
uough to do, and never want for Vexation , 
fince her Lameneſfs was Incurable, and would 
remain:fo- al{:her Life long, and that therefore 
ſhe' mufÞ refolve:rovbe Patient, and to Commit 
her ©auſe 10: God:, uſing ſeveral ocher Argus 
ments, with her tothe fame purpole, to pacify 
her Mind, andallay:hor Trouvle, and the more 
ee'\put thefe thoughts out ob her head, having 
eaten. alittle 'Supper, fhe bid her -take-hor _ 
and. 
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and Read a Chapter toher, as ſhe uſed ro do 
every day inthe New Teſtament. The place that 
ſhe was then to Read, inthe courſe of her daily 
Reading, was the 2d of: St. Mark; but opening 
the Bible, ſhe hapned to meet with that place of 
St. Matt. where the Evangeliſt ſpeaks of St. Peters 
Mather, who lay tick of a Fever, and was by our 
Saviour 's touchirg of her immediately cur'd. 

Her Mrs.[iking that place,becaule it had ſome re- 
lation. to her prelent diftemper, which was an inter- 
mitting Fever,and r: turn'd every day and continu'd 
for-a long time, bid her read thac out before ſhe 
turn'd co her own Chapt. Which ſhe did;and when 
ſhe had done they had fame diſcourſe up>n ic, the 
Mrs. aying,0h bowhappy ſhould I be if 1 were thus deli» 
verid-from my Fever : And I(adding the maid)if I were 
(curd of my Lamenefs- After this ſhe torn'd to her own: 
Chapter, wiich hepned to be the 2d of St, Mark ; 
where upon reading the Story of the man that was 
ſick of the P:lſte, whoſe Fatch our Saviour there 
commeuds; amonglt the reſt that aſſiſted in letting: 
him down«hro the Roof into his. preſence, and: 
whom he not only cures,but grants beſides the for* 
givenels of his ſins too:She made a top, and began 
to exclaim againſt the Scribes, not only for perhiſt-- 
ng.n their incxedulity, but for accuſing our Savi-- 

Our: 
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' quralſo'of Blaſphemy,ſaying to herMrs.0h bow wico 


ked were theſe unbelieying Scribes to ſpeak /o of our Savi- 
our when be had done [0 many;MViraeles, 1 am ſure 1 ſhould 
have done quite otherwiſe;and if I ſhould hear of ſuch a thing 
I ſhould immediately run to kim and believe. And whilſt 
ſhe was thus ſpeaking,ſhe had her leg ſ{trerch'd our 
rowards her Mrs. who bid her pull it back, telling 
her ic was not decent to put it {o near herzo whom 
the maid reply d,Mrs.I did not complain much today be- 
cauſe you forbad me, but I do aſſure you | have felt a great 
deal of pin,as | uſe to do in all miſty weatber. And at the 
lame ime as they werethus talking together, they 
heard {uddenly a great ſnap,which they both per- 
ceived very plain,theMrs.chinking it had been ſome» 


, thing iu the fire that made tharnoile; but the maid 


riſing up very haſtily, crys Out, Mrs. Did you bear the 
noiſe:It was myHip- bone that is certainly reſtored toits place; 
and throwing her ſelf upon her mrs. with ſuch 
cranfports of Joy,as if she had been beſide her (elf; 
$1e embrac'd her knees about fo4aſt that she could 
nor get her off, ſaying,my dear miſtriſs,| am well, my p:in 
is all gone and | hear ſomething that | :ys thou art Cured; my 
Jvy is {ogreat that I cannot tell where | am, nor wh.t1 do: 


i pray feel your ſelf and [ee bere the hollow place is filled up and 


| the ſwelling quite gone; Ob God be thanked ; pray let me go 
| and ſhew it the Laudlord and Landlady,and the Maid below 


o 
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_ 
=_ —_—_ ——— —_ _— ————_—— es - - ——_—- 


Stairs $ 


Stairs ; and (6 walk ſeveral turns about the Room 
without any paia at all, her foot being now ſtrait as 
the other. And thus she has continu'd ever (1”ce,on- 
ly.chat leg being a little Shorter than the other (per- 
haps through the long continuance out of its place 
which hindred its due growth,and the necellaty ex- 
tenſion of theNerves and Sinews;She therefore halts 
alittle till, bur has nothing at all of chat monſtrous 
diſtorted lameneſs whichshe had befure,and which 
all chat knew her then,and have ſeen her now, can- 

not but extreamly wonder at,and praiſe God for, 
HerMrs. ſecing her in theſe tranſports of joy, was 
afraid at firſt that She was or would be quite beſide 
her ſelt;but conſidering the matter well, and feeling 
with her own Eyes the wonderful change that was 
made in her condition, the hollow place witich she 
had often,and but that very day icen and felc, pers 
tealy fill'd up,the bone in its proper plzce,and her 
leg and foot now ſtrait and right as it should be ; 
She bid her not think of going dowu ſtairs that 
night,but rather fa]l upon her knees, and give God 
his due praile, who had done fo much for her, and 
who in a minutes time had cur'd 2 pain and lame- 
neſs that had been of 12 years continuance, which 
no Art of man could do, aud {othey accordingly 
did,it being then late, went both ro bed, vyherethe 
D poor 
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' poor Girl could hardly reſt or ſleep for Joy. The 


next morning she shew'd it to as many of her ac- 
qu2intance as she could meet with, who could not 
but wonder at ſo ſtrange and unlook'd for a thing, 
Her Parents ſavv it vvith tears of Joy, and have,as 
they ought, ſent Bills into the Churches, that God 
might be the more glorified, and his prailes be ſer 
forth the better by vvhole Congregations. 

Thus, Sir, I have given you a plain, but very 
true and exact Account of this Matter, in com- 
pliance with your earneſt and well intended en-: 

uiry after it, to which I might indeed add, tor 
the full Conhrmation of 1t, a great number of 
Certificates and Afhdavits (having ſome by me) 
from many hundreds of Perſons that have ſeen 
and known this Girl both before and fince her 
Cure, and are able to give a full and fatisfactory 
Account of her, toall that ſhall be defirous more 
particularly to be Inform'd about her ; but to 
what purpoſe ſhould I give my ſelf and you that 
Trouble, fince the fame enquiry into the I ruth: 
of thoſe Certihcates and Afidavits, which 1s ne- 
ceſlary for the confirmatiod of them, would be 
{ufmcient to ſatisfy any body of the TI ruth of the 
thing ; let 1t ſufce therefore to ſhew you that 
ſhe was Pertonally known to Mr. Du Batt, whom 
I men- 
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I mention'd before ; to the Lady Sunderland, and 
her Family, w -hether ſhe often reſorted , and 
where ſhe was always well accepted,and receiv'd 
many Charitable Kindnefles, both in Meat and 
Mony, and who will all Teſtify to the Truth of 
her Lameneſs ; as will alſo moſt of Mr. Hamp- 
den's Family,whither ſhe alſo went very frequent- 
ly to ſell ſome little things for her Mrs. which | 
they uſed in Charity and Compaſſion to Buy of 

her ; to thele I might add above 100 perſons more 
of this N ation, belides an innumerable company 
of her ow u,who all knew and pittied her ſad con- 
dition, and who now rejoyce and wonder to ſee 
her ſo perfectly Cur'd in ſo ſhort a time.One thing 
indeed will be necellary for me to give you a lit- 
le account concernidg the place of her abode, 
and where ſhe may be found; tHat ſo all doubting 
perſons may be fully ſatisfied in the Truth of this 
matter that are any ways defirous to be inform'd 
of it,and when this ſtrange and amazingCure was 
Wrought, the liv'd with her Mrs. who Lodg d at 
an A pothecary y s Houſe whoſe Name is 7 ent, in an 
Ally at the Eaſt end of S. James's Church, that TOCS 
up from Germain-Street into Pickadilly ; 'but Tent 
being behind hand with his Rent,went away pri- 
vately with his Goods on Sunday Niglit. the 17th 
infant 
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| inftant; which the Landlord hearing of, came the 
next day to theHouſe,and tindingMrs.Lazlan in it, 

[ Seiz'd her Goods, ſuppoſing them to be Tents, and 

' turns her'and the Girl our of doors ; upon vvhich 
bi they wete fore'd toiparc, till Mrs:Lanlan can get her 
| Goods again.” [athe mean tim? she lodges among -* 
/| ſomtie'of her acquainmtance,bur as yer at no certain 
l! place. The Girl is now'vvith her Father,at the cor- 

| ner of Newport-Ally near Soho, and may be (cen and 
|| ſpoken vvith atany time by any thar defire-it. Her 
| Father is'a Senſible GoodiMan, and no vvays exal- 
| red above vyhat is futing;for a Good Chriſtian ups! 
on (uch'an Extraofdinary Occaſion, being more 
Glad and Thankful in theMercy,than any ways of- 
- ficiouſly concern*d t& have any body belicye it; 
whicb does indeed ſeem to me to Give no little 
Credit tothe truth of the ſtory i ſelf. 

"F shall now conclude, Sir, in the words of thePa- 
rents of the man that vvas born blind,vvho toldciie 
inquiſitive and unhelieving Phariſee, That he was their 
$91, and was born blind, but they could not tell how be came 
to ſ2e, The ſame,in a manner, may hundreds (ay a» 
bout this Child, That they knew ber to be lame, and now 
ſee ber cur'd, but hnv ſhe came tobe ſo they know not, and 
can btlieve it to be n2 other than a very extraordinary and 
amazing thing, - Which is all at preſeac from, 
fl Sir, Tour bumble ſervant, E. H. 
on i 
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